
Start at (or nearly at) the end:

Why:

Like starting in the middle, starting at the end can create a ‘hook’ - an engaging opening 
that makes the reader want to read on. Start at the ending if your story has particularly 
dramatic parts that can be referred to or introduced in your opening. 

How:

• Use dialogue from the end of the story.

"Why did you do it?” 
It was the third time Mr. Larkins, the school assistant principal, had asked me that. What 
he wanted to know was why I’d stolen the principal’s car, done burnouts on the school 
oval and then phoned in a fake bomb hoax to the school.  
“So…?” he asked again. 
The thing is, I don’t really know why I did the things myself. My best explanation is… 

• Describe a feeling that happens right at the end.

After I woke up that Friday after everything had happened, I didn’t believe that I was 
actually still alive until Sarah told me I was on the news. 

• Write a reflective comment.

Looking back now, it’s difficult to believe that the things I’m about to relate ever actually 
occurred. 
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Start in the middle:

Why:

Starting in the middle can create a ‘hook’ which engages the reader by taking them 
immediately into the action. Starting in the middle can be a more interesting way of 
introducing a key element of an event, person or place before giving more descriptive 
detail about it. 

How:

• Use dialogue to start in the middle of an event.

“Jack,” I screamed. “Help me out, I think I’ve found something. I was peering down a hole 
looking at an object that glimmered with different colours - one moment a strange, 
unearthly green, another moment a blood rich red.  

“Is it your brain?” Jack sneered. He’d been like this all afternoon. Ever since mum sent us 
off to go ‘exploring’ together. “It’ll be bonding time,” she said as she packed us off with 
tuna sandwiches. ‘Bonding time’ had become mum’s thing ever since the start of the 
holidays when Jack and I had spent the entire day screaming at each other. 

• Use a short sentence to describe an interesting event that needs further, 
immediate explanation.

The strange growling came from the box again. I thought I was just hearing things at first. 
After all, the box was completely empty - how could it be making a noise? I’d looked in it, 
tipped it upside down, even flattened it out and put it back together.  
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Start at the beginning

Why:

Start at the beginning if there are details about the main person, place or thing in the story 
which the reader needs to know or which can create interest about the rest of the story. 

How:

• By describing something about the setting that’s important to the rest of the 
story:

The spookiest experience I ever had wasn’t where you’d expect. It wasn’t at night, in the 
middle of nowhere while I was all alone. No: the spookiest thing that ever happened to me 
actually occurred in the middle of the day in a crowded shopping mall.  
My mates and I often go to our local shopping mall on a Saturday afternoon to play the 
games at Electrozone…  

• By describing something about a main character that’s important to the rest of 
the story:

I had been best friends with Natasha ever since our first day at primary school. But it 
wasn’t until Year 7 camp that I discovered she could move objects around the room with 
her mind. 

• By describing an event which is important to or starts the rest of the story

On his way home from school one Friday afternoon, Chuck Newman absent mindedly 
picked up a 20c piece - or what he thought was a 20c piece - and put it in the pocket of 
his school shorts. Because he got changed as soon as he got home, and because, like 
all teenage kids, he did his best not to think about school or anything to do with it for the 
rest of the weekend, it wasn’t until Monday morning when he put his shorts back on again 
that he remembered the coin. That’s when the first strange thing happened…
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